
Evaluating Resources 
 
Learning Outcome: You can evaluate resource quality and relevance in order to ensure the use 
of the most appropriate and sophisticated information. 
  
Instructions: Your class read the WSU Common Reading book, Just Mercy, and you are 
working on a research paper related to an issue in the book. You’ve decided to investigate 
the issue of minors being tried as adults.  Your research question is:  
 
Should the psychological development of adolescents inform criminal justice policy? 
  
Your professor wants your paper to be written in academic style, and to include peer-reviewed 
articles as well as academic books and other sources. 
 
 
What is your English 101 section number? 
 [Pull-down menu with choices from 1 to 100] 
 
What is your name? For groups, enter all first and last names. 
 First name: ________________________________ 
 Last name: ________________________________ 
 
What is your email address? This will be only be used to send you a copy of the work you do 
today. For groups, enter only one email address. 
 
  



First you will need to be able to identify different types of resources. Four publications are 
listed below. Based on the information provided, match the publication to its resource type. 
 

  
[Students will drag and drop the title of the resource into a box according to resource type.] 

 Reference work 

 Book 

 Scholarly article 

 Popular/trade/professional article 
 
 
  



When you are selecting information sources for your research, it is important to evaluate 
them. One method you can use is called the CRAAP test, which stands for Currency, 
Relevancy, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose. 
  
Below you will find information for 6 sources. For each one, you will see either details about 
the item, or you will see a link that will take you to view the source on the web. Examine the 
source and information provided, then determine which source best fits each criteria in the 
CRAAP test and explain why you selected that source. 
 
Note: You only need to identify one source for each. 
 
Source 1 

 
 
  



Source 2 

 
 
  



Source 3 

 



 
Source 4 
 "Juvenile criminals must be tried as adults" in The Rebel Yell 
  (Click on the article title above to view the article on the web.) 
 
Source 5 

"Sentenced young: The story of life without parole for juvenile offenders" in Al Jazeera 
America 
(Click on the article title above to view the article on the web.) 

 
Source 6 

 
 
Currency: Which source has the most timely information? 
Which source best fits this criteria? Why? 
Please include the source number in your response. 

______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 
Relevancy: How important is the information in relation to your topic? 
 Which source best fits this criteria? Why? 
Please include the source number in your response. 

______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 
 

http://www.unlvrebelyell.com/2009/03/05/juvenile-criminals-must-be-tried-as-adults/
http://america.aljazeera.com/features/2014/1/sentenced-young-thestoryoflifewithoutparoleforjuvenileoffenders.html


Authority: Consider the source of the information. 
Which source best fits this criteria? Why? 
Please include the source number in your response. 

______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 
Accuracy: How reliable, truthful, and correct is the information? 
Which source best fits this criteria? Why? 
Please include the source number in your response. 

______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 
Purpose: Why does this information exist? 
Which source best fits this criteria? Why? 
Please include the source number in your response. 

______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 
 
Finally, you will want to consider how you might use any information you find in your own 
writing. Various sources types are used for different purposes in research and writing. Select 
two of the sources below (these are the same sources you evaluated on the previous page) 
and briefly explain how each resource could be used. 

 
[Images/links for the same sources above will be shown here.] 

 
Provide the title of your first source, and explain how you could use it in your own writing. 
 Source number: ______________________________________________ 

 How could you use this source? _________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Provide the title of your second source, and explain how you could use it in your own writing. 
 Source number: ______________________________________________ 

 How could you use this source? _________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What questions do you still have about your research? Record any questions or comments 
below. 

______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 
  
 



Concerning your questions/comments, would you like to receive a reply from: 

 Your librarian 

 Your instructor 

 Both 
 No one 


